


Why do we perceive the world Neuroscience research has determined
80 DIFFERENTLYZ? Liberals and Conservatives actually have...”
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IT'S A WRONG! THE
LION LYING LION'S KILLING
DOWN WITH THE LAMB EOR
THREATENING
HIS FANILY!




CONSE VES tend to have
alarger RIGHT AMYGDALA, which
processes fear.

Johnny Big Amygdala will tend to be more »

sengitive to fear, and less comfortable
with unpredictible situations. He generally
wants more order in a dangerous and
threatening world.*
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* Study, Ryota Kanai, Current Biology, April 26, 2011.

LIBERALS tend to have a larger
ANTERIOR CINGULATE CORTEX (or ACC),
which processes conflict and ambiguity.

Jane XL-ACC will tend to be less sensitive
to fear, and more comfortable with
unpredietible situations. She generally
wants more flexibility in an exeiting

and diverse world.
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Our parents’ politics accurately prediet our own politics an impressive 70% of the time.

But our brain’s amygdala and ACC size are So, do our birth brains
even more accurate -- correctly predieting determine our politics,
our politics 72% of the time! or do our polities I

rewire our brains?

EXCELLENT

[ QUESTION! WE
JUST DON'T
KNOW.
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This helps explain why our electoral map is a wide open
prairie of red, with scattered population centers in blue.




Are Johnny and Jane's
political views the result
of cold, hard reason,

or knee-jerk emotions?
We think of our reason
as a WISE TRIAL JUDGE,
caref ully weighing the
evidence before us.

But actually? Neuroscience
says to think of our reason as
a FRENZIED TRIAL ATTORKEY,
arguing whatever case our
emotions bring us.
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If you have a big amygdala,
you might be thinking:

THAT'S BLUNK!
THEYRE SAYING
I CAN'T CONTROL
My OWN BRAIN!

If you have a big ACC,
you might be thinking:

# P
s l@p. ISN'T SCIENCE
gEEENN— A SCINATING Z!
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We can't always trust our brains. Especially around others. How is it that the other
side (never ours) is able to blissfully swallow BLATANT LIES from their leaders?

GULYS, THERE NO, SO PON'T ROCK LET'S cALL HIM
ARE EIGHT ZEBRAS. \ THE BOAT, [/ DWEIGHT! GET IT?

ZEBRAS IN OUR TOTALLY PWIGHT! HEY DWEIGHT!
PACK. EIGHT! S0.
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When forced to choose between our group WhyZ Evolutionarily, our
and The Truth, we usually go with our group. group is more critical to

2 survival than The Truth.
I l ' &( LION, my &¥X6!
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NOW TT'S
SEVEN.




What's the
answer?
Breakthroughs
in neuroscience
suggest there
is only one way
we'll change

another's mind:

FIRST,
they must
actually like
and trust us.
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